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REVIEW 

O  F    T  H  E 

IVeftminfler  Eleftion. 

H  E  following  Pages  treat  of 
an  Event  as  important,  as  the 
Prefervation  of  Liberty  and 
the  Conftitution  can  make 
any  Subje6l  to  a  free  People. 
In  political  Altercations,  the 
Difference  commonly  lies  in  Principles,  and 
not  in  Fa6ts ;  but  whatever  is  advanced  in 
the  following  Pages,  is  refted  upon  Fads 
undeniable  in  themfelves,  adled  in  the  Face 
of  the  World,  and  tending  not  only  to  abo- 
lifh  the  Spirit,  but  even  the  very  Forms  of 
the  Britijh  Conftitution. 

A  This 


(  4  ) 
T]m  is  a   Confideration  that  makes  the 
Perulal  of  wiiat  is  advanced  here,    worthy 
the  Attention  of  every  Subjecftwho  has  the 
fmallefl:    Proportion  either   of  Liberty   or 
Propertv  remaining ;    for  tho'  it  requires  a 
greater  Degree  of  Penetration,  to  judge  how 
tar  the  Spirit  and  ElTentials  of  Free  Go- 
vernment may  be  afFc(5Vcd  by  the  filcnt  Ap- 
proaches of    Corrupting    or   ControuHng 
Power,  yet  the  meancll  Capacity  is  Judge 
how  far  the  Forms  of  Government  exiit : 
He  is  a  Judge,  whether  he  hiinfelf  was  or 
was  not   under  the  Inl^uence  of  Fear  and 
Terror  during  the  Time  of  the  Election,  and 
whether  the  Form  of  an  Eled:ion  was    b- 
ferv'd  by  going  fairly  thro'  the  Foil.     If  he 
himfelf  was  under  fuch  Influenc-e,  he  can 
eafily  judge  that  others  were  in  the  fame  5i' 
tuation  3  that  therefore  the  Elediion  could  not 
be  faid  to  be  free,   nor  himfelf  fairly  repre- 
fented  in  Parliament.  From  this  he  will  and 
ought  to    conclude,    that    the    Members 
chofen  to  reprefent  him,  were  not  chofen 
by  himfelf  j  and  that  therefore  he  is  de- 
prived of  his  moii  valuable  Birthright,  by  a 
Proceeding  that  has  ho  Regard  to  Decency, 
nor  even  to  that  Foriaa  of  Eiedlion  to  which 
former  Mini/lers  ^-iways  paid  lome  Regard, 
however  they  might  aft.rwards  pervert  it 
to  defei  t  the  Enos  of  Government.     But 
there  is  this  ren^v  livable  Dilicreuce  betwixt 

former 


(  5  J 
former  Attempts  to  liibvcrt  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  thole  wc  now  complain  of,  that 
the  former  were  commonly  by  corrupting 
the  Ele<5tcd  ;  but  this  was  by  over-awing 
the  Elcdors. 

Thcle  arc  the  only  two  Methods  by 
which  a  Parliament  can  be  render'd  depen- 
dent :  Both  arc  dctefiablc  ;  but  of  the  two, 
the  latter  gives  by  far  the  moft  irrecover- 
able Blow  to  Liberty,  by  defloying  not  on- 
ly the  ElTentials,  but  the  very  Forms  of  the 
Conftitution. 

A  Parliament  may  be  render'd  dependent 
by  Corruption  j  but  it  is  polTible  that  the 
Infection  may  not  be  able  to  reach  their 
Conftituents  :  And  there  is  ftill  Hopes, 
that  they  may  with  their  Virtue  retain 
Courage  and  Spirit  enough  to  put  a  Brand 
upon  thofe  who  betray'd  them,  in  fach  a 
Manner,  that  a  fuccecding  Parliament  may 
revert  to  the  firft  Principles  of  the  Coniti- 
tution :  Befidcs,  there  is  ftill  fome  Hopes, 
when  a  Government  is  under  the  Neceflity 
of  applying  Corruption,  becaufe  it  is  a 
fhrewd  Indication,  that  it  is  not  flrong 
enough  to  apply  Force. 

The  next  Method,  I  obfcrved,  by  w.Kch 
a  People  may  lofe  their  Liberties,  is  by  over- 
awing the  Electors. 

No  Government  will  ever  apply  Force 

to  fubvert  the  Liberties  of  a  People,  but  in 

A  2  one 
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one  of  thefc  two  Cafes,  either  where  it  con- 
ceives itfelf  to  be  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  no  longer 
under  a  NecelTity  of  regarding  Forms,  or 
when  an  inglorious  Management  long  cofi- 
tinued,  forces  the  Managers  into  defperate 
Meallires.  The  firft  of  thefc  Cafes  happens 
but  feldom,  and  not  before  the  People  by 
being  habituated  to  Slavery  have  loft  their 
Spirit,  and  with  that  all  Rclifh  for  Liberty. 
'Julius  and  Auguflus  Ccejar^  with  all  their 
Superiority  of  Genius  and  Power,  never 
thought  it  fafe  to  ftrike  at  the  Forms  of 
the  Roman  Conftitution,  tho'  the  one  fell  a 
Sacrifice  to  that  Spirit,  which  perhaps  the 
Exiftence  of  thofe  very  Forms  infpir'd  ;  and 
the  other  lived  in  daily  Difquietude  and 
Dread,  from  the  Plots  of  the  Nobility  and 
Senators. 

If  therefore  I  were  to  fuppofe,  tliat  a 
Minifter  in  Great  Britain  were  arrived  to 
fuch  Infolence  of  Power,  as  to  ftrike  at 
Forms,  I  muft  fuppofe  the  People  of 
Great  Britain  to  be  more  abfolutely  and 
more  irretrievably  enllaved  than  ever  the 
Romans  were,  or  than  the  French  are  now  : 
But,  as  I  hope  that  this  is  far  from  being 
our  Cafe,  I  am  to  prefume  that  fome  late 
Proceedings  over  the  Kingdom,  efpecially  the 
Violence  ufed  in  the  Lledion  2iiW eftrninfter, 
was  rather  the  Efforts  of  Fadtion,  which 
tho*  fupported  by  Power,    never   would 

have 
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have  been  ufed,  had  not  the  Authors  appre- 
hended their  CU'e  to  have  been  defperate. 
It  is  the  Misfortune  of  this  Country, 
that  the  Excellency  of  the  Conftitution 
tranfmittcd  by  our  great  and  wife  An- 
ceftors,  is  never  fo  thoroughly  underitood, 
as  by  the  Inconveniencies  which  every  De- 
viatioH  from  it  introduces.  Formerly  the  fre- 
quent Return  of  the  People's  Right  of  eledl- 
ing  their  Reprcfentatives  in  Parliament,  made 
it  very  dangerous,  as  well  as  very  unpro- 
fitable, for  any  Candidate  to  employ  Cor- 
ruption to  procure  himfelf  to  be  chofen : 
The  fame  Inconveniency  attended  the  Re- 
turning Officer,  who,  at  the  fame  Time 
was  under  very  little  Temptation  to  abuie 
his  Power,  fince  a  Candidate  for  the  little 
Time  he  was  to  enjoy  a  Seat  in  Parliament, 
could  not  be  fuppofed  fooliih  enough  to 
bribe  up  to  the  Price  of  his  Indemnifica- 
tion, in  cafe  he  were  convicted  of  fuch 
Abufe.  The  Deviations  made  from  this 
wife  Inftitution,  by  rendering  Parliaments 
Septennial,  foon  made  it  worth  Wliile  for 
the  Candidate  to  purchafe  a  Place  from 
the  Elediors,  or,  if  that  was  impradicablc, 
from  the  Returning  Ofiicer,  upon  whom 
the  Penalty,  in  cafe  of  an  Abufe  of  his  Of- 
fice, as  the  Law  now  llands,  is  not  nearly 
adequate  to  the  Plarm  which  fuch  Abule 

may 


(  8  ) 
may  create.     The  Subject  of  thcfe  Pages  is 
a  melancholy  Proof  of  this  Obfervation. 

Among  the  other  numerous  Bodies  of 
Ele(5tors  in  the  Nation,  thofe  of  the  City  and 
Liberty  oiWeftminlier  are  very  much  fubjcd- 
ed  to  the  Temptations  of  Power  :  Befides  its 
being  the  ordinary  Seat  of  the  Royal  Refi- 
dence,  which  nccclllirily  occafions  a  vaft 
Refort  of  the  Dependents  upon  Power,  it 
is  the  Seat  of  very  many  publick  Offices, 
which  depend  upon  and  have  their  Officers 
nominated  by  the  Court :  It  is  likewife  the 
Refidence  of  all  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment who  vote  for  the  Minifter,  of  the 
three  Regiments  of  Foot-Guards,  whofc 
Officers  and  Soldiers  many  of  them  are 
Electors  :  All  this,  befides  the  great  In- 
tereft  among  the  Farilli-Officers,  which  a 
hungry  and  expeding  Clergy  creates,  have 
commonly  made  Weftyninfler  to  be  look'd 
upon  as  much  devoted  to  the  Adminiftra- 
tion,  as  any  City  in  the  United  King- 
doms. 

It  difcover'd  an  uncommon  Degree  of  Vir- 
tue and  RefoUuion  in  the  Independent  In- 
habitants, to  ftruggle  again  11:  fo  dead,  fo  de- 
termined a  Weight  oi  Power.  The  Op- 
pofition  was  concerted  and  begun  by  a  few 
private  Gentlemen,  who  happened  to  have 
a  better  Opinion  than  ordinary  of  Man- 
kind, 
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kind,  and  wholb  Stations  gave  them  more 
Opportunities  of  knowing  the  Senfe  of  the 
Independent  Part  of  the  Electors,  than 
they  who  move  in  the  higher  Spheres  of 
Life  could  have :  They  therefore  went  up- 
on the  following  Prclumptions,  viz.  That 
no  Man  would  give  his  Voice  againft  them, 
who  was  not  an  immediate  Dependent  up- 
on Power :  That  many,  even  of  thofe, 
would  be  dad  to  be  excufed :  And  that 
there  was  not  a  Man  who  was  Indepen- 
dent and  had  a  Vote,  who  would  refufe  to 
give  it  to  Admiral  Vernon  and  Mr.  Edwin, 
At  the  fame  Time  they  did  not  forget^ 
that  it  was  poffible  their  Friends  might  not 
be  fo  early  in  their  Attendance  on  the  Poll 
asthofe,  who  being  paid  for  it,  were  as 
much  in  the  Way  of  their  Bulinefs  there, 
as  if  they  had  been  at  Work  in  their  Houfes 
or  Shops :  The  only  Dread  therefore  they 
were  under  was,  as  appears  by  their  Ad- 
vertifcment  publiflied  ot^  the  very  Morning 
of  the  Day  on  w^hich  the  Poll  was  fhut  up, 
that  it  would  be  clofed  before  the  Wliole, 
or  even  one  Half  of  their  Interefl  was 
poU'd.  This  Apprehenfion  iiiofe  partly 
from  pofitive  Information,  that  fuch  a  De- 
fign  was  on  Foot,  partly  from  the  Behaviour 
of  thofe  who  were  at  the  Head  of  the  op- 
pofite  Interefl:,  who  made  it  no  Secret, 
that  they  would  poll  all  their  Numbers  by 

Friday 
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Friday  at  Twelve  ©'Clock  ;  and  that  they 
had  not  then  a  Dozen  more  to  poll  in  the 
wiiolc  Liberty. 

c  uch  were  the  prudential  Confiderations 
of  the  Independent  Eleftors,  that  gave  them 
Encouragement  to  form  this  Oppofition : 
The  Principles  upon  which  it  was  carried 
on,  were  perhaps  as  agreeable  to  thofe  of 
the  Conftitution,  as  any  ever  difcovered  on 
a  like  Occafion  :  They  proceeded  by  no 
Cabal;  they  had  no  other  Cement  of  their 
Party,  but  the  Publick  Good,  which  called 
aloudj  that  fo  numerous  and  fo  confiderable 
a  Body  of  Eledlors,  ought  to  have  an  Inde- 
pendent and  a  Fair  Reprefentation  in  Par- 
liament. No  Man  among  them  had  any 
particular  Perfon  in  their  View,  they  leav- 
ing the  Nomination  to  the  Free  and  Unin- 
fiuenc'd  Senfe  of  a  general  Meeting :  At 
the  general  Meeting,  a  Gentleman  was  pre- 
fent,  who,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  had  never 
been  thought  upon  by  any  Eledor  there 
prefent  as  a  Candidate,  and  who  never  had 
any  fuch  Thoughts  himfelf  ;  his  Chara6ler, 
his  Conduct,  his  Principles,  and  Fortune  to 
fupport  his  Independency,  were  all  enquir'd 
into,  and  all  found  unexceptionable  :  It  was 
therefore  propofed  to  put  him  in  Nomina- 
tion with  Admiral  Vernon  \  the  Propolition 
was  rehfh'd  on  all  Hands ;  and  to  the  im- 
mortal Honour  of  the  Eledtors,  the  whole 

was 
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was  conduced  without  Caballing,  without 
Paflion,  Aniinofity,  or  Self-interefl:. 

A  Condu(5l  fo  open,  and  fo  perfedlly 
agreeable  to  the  Principles  of  Liberty,  one 
Ihou'd  have  thought,  might  at  leaft  have 
claim 'd  a  little  Regard  from  the  oppofite 
Party,  fince  no  private,  no  indired:  Mea- 
fures  had  been  purfued,  and  no  perfonal 
Provocations  had  been  ofFer'd.  But  on  the 
contrary,  upon  the  firft  Day  of  Elecflion, 
the  Friends  of  Admiral  Vernon  and  Mr. 
Edwin  were  treated   with    fuch  perfonal 

Scurrilities  by  the  Re g-Officer,    the 

H~h  C Ic,  and  their  Followers,  that 

it  appeared  as  if  they  had  ftudied  how  they 
Height  moft  effedtually  create  a  Riot.  The 
independentlnhabitantshoweverwererefolv- 
ed  to  fuffer  any  perfonal  Affront,  rather  than 
by  a  Behaviour  that  at  any  other  Time  would 
have  been  juftiiiable,  to  have  given  any  Han- 
dle to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Common  Caufe. 

Upon  the  Morning  of  the  Elecftion,  Mr. 

High   C le,  with  a  Sagacity  peculiar 

to  himfelf,  fummoned  the  Petty  Con- 
ftables,  over  whom  his  Poft  gives  him  fome 
Influence,  and  told  them,  that  he  hoped 
they  would  all  of  them  poll  the  firft  Day 
for  Swidon  and  Wager :  Ubus,  faid  he,  we 
Jhall  run  them  aground  the  fir  ft  Day,  and 
knock  them  up.  But  left  his  Exhortations 
Hiould  be  inefFeiftual,  he  took  Care  to  pro- 
B  vide 
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vide  them  with  proper  Memorandums  of 
what  they  were  to  expeft,  in  cafe  they 
did  not  vote  as  he  expcdcd :  For  this  Pur- 
pofe  the  following  Bill  wasdiftributedto  all 
the  Petty  Condables,  which  is  of  too  curi- 
ous a  Nature  to  be  fupprcfs'd  here. 

SIR, 

I  defire  the  Favour  of  you  to  meet  tne  at 

the  Dog-Tavern  in  St.  Jamcs'j  Market,  To- 

morrow  Morning,  in  order  to  proceed  to  poll 

for  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Sundon 

and  Sir  Charles  V/ager. 

I  am,    S  I  R, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

A.  Rawlinson,  High  Conftable. 
May  3.  1741. 

I  fhall  make  no  Obfervations  upon  this 
Addrefs  ;  every  Reader  will  be  ready  enough 
to  fuggeft  to  himfelf  the  terrible  Confe- 
quences  that  mufl  attend  the  Freedom  of 
Eledtions,  if  the  High  Officers  of  the  Peace, 
who  ought  to  be  impartial,  fliall  fo  fl^r  in- 
tereil  themfclves  in  Favour  of  one  Party,  as 
to  make  the  Services  done  to  it  the  Fountains 
of  thofe  Rewards  and  Punifliments,  which 

the 
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the  Influence  of  their  Office  puts  It  in  their 
Power  to  beflow. 

But  fuch  Pradices  did  not  ftop  here.  He 
applied  to  the  lower  Rank,  who  were  more 
numerous  and  more  needy,  more  eafily 
footh'd  or  intimidated,  and  confequently 
more  proper  for  his  Purpofcs.  His  Oifice 
gave  him,  or  Iv?  imagin'd  that  it  gave  him, 
a  Power  to  billet  Soldiers  in  what  Propor- 
tions he.  thought  proper  upon  the  Vidtual- 
lers :  Thus  in  EfFecl  it  was  in  his  Power  to 
put  in  Execution  a  Penal  Law,  and  that  too 
of  the  fevereft  Nature,  upon  the  poorer 
Sort,  againft  all  who  prov'd  refradlory,  or, 
would  not  abfolutely  comply  with  his  Dic- 
tates. This  Power  he  exercifed  to  the  ut- 
moft ;  and  'tis  to  be  fear'd  too  fuccefsfuUy : 
He  intimidated  thofe  Viduallers  and  Publi- 
cans whom  he  fufpedled,  by  threatning 
them  with  an  additional  Number  of  Sol- 
diers; and  he  adually  put  his  Threats  in 
Execution  upon  fuch  of  them  as  had  Spi- 
rit or  Virtue  enough  to  vote  for  Vernon  and 
Edwi?i. 

I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  to  make  one 
general  Refledion  upon  this  Condudl.  The 
Inconfiftency  of  a  Standing  Army  with  the 
Liberties  of  a  People,  has  again  and  again 
been  demonflrated  3  but  we  may  from  this 
very  Inilance  obferve,  that  no  Innovation 
can  be  introduced  aeainft  the  Spirit  of  a 
B^a  Con- 
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Coqftitution,  without  introducing  at  the 
fame  Time  numberlefs  Inconvcnicnciesim- 
pofiible  to  be  foretold  or  forefeen  :  A  Body 
of  regular  Forces,  always  at  the  Diredion 
and  Devotion  of  a  Miniller,  is  of  itfelf 
an  intolerable  Grievance  to  the  People  of 
Britain  ;  but  who  could  forefee,  that  the 
very  Right  of  quartering  thofe  Forces  fhould 
fome  Time  or  other  prove  a  Handle  for 
overthrowing  the  moft  valuable  Privileges 
of  the  moft  confiderable  Body  of  Electors 
in  the  Nation  ?  Thus,  from  numberlefs 
Inftances  which  may  be  brought,  we  may 
be  fenfible,  that  it  is  not  only  the  apparent 
and  the  immediate  Dangers  which  arife 
from  an  Unconftitutional  Meafure,  that 
^re  to  be  dre^rded  and  guarded  again  ft,  but 
it  is  impo.T^.ble  for  any  fuch  Meafure  to  be 
agreed  to,  without  its  affed:ing  the  Liberty 
of  the  Subject  by  Confequences  which  never 
can  come  under  the  Confideration  of  the 
Legiflature  while  it  is  depending.  But  to 
return  to  the  more  immediate  Subjedt  of 
thefe  Pages. 

Upon  Saturday^  the  2d  Day  of  May, 
(the  Day  appointed  for  the  Eledlion)  the 
fame  Perfon  marched  at  the  Head  of  the 
Petty-Con ftables  and  other  publick.  Offi- 
cers within  the  City  of  JVeJitm?ifler  to  the 
Houfes  of  the  old  Menibers,  and  efcorted 
them  to  the  Place  of  Eledlion,  where  they 

were 
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were  attended  with  a  numerous  and  riotous 
Body  of  Watermen  and  Sailors.  When 
the  Poll  began,  all  the  Avenues  to  the 
Place  of  Polling  were  befet  by  Orders 
of  the  two  high  Oihcers  of  the  Place, 
and  no  Man  was  admitted  by  an  eafy 
Accefs  without  his  previouily  declaring  that 
he  came  to  vote  for  Sundon  and  Wager, 
By  this  Means  their  Party  had  a  double 
Advantage  ^  firll,  by  a  great  Number  of 
Admiral  Verno?is  and  Mr.  Edivins  being 
obliged  to  return  without  being  polled  at 
all  on  that  Day;  which  they  were  forced 
to  do  in  fuch  Numbers,  that  had  all  w^ho 
returned  been  polled,  the  Majority  had 
even  that  Day  been  again ll  the  old  Mem- 
bers. The  iecond  Advantage  they  hereby 
obtained  was,  by  their  being  able  to  poil  a 
much  larger  Number  for  that  Day  than 
the  others  could  do,  even  though  double 
the  Number  in  the  Interefh  of  Admiral 
Vernon  and  Mr.  Edivin  had  attended, 
there  being  no  Oath  adminiflrcd  to  the 
Pollers  for  that  Day.  For  let  us  fuppofe 
that  three  thoufand  had  attended  to  be  poll- 
ed for  the  old  Members,  and  fix  thoufand 
for  the  otliers,  though  both  had  had  equal 
Accefs  to  be  polled  at  the  Rails,  yet  it  was 
impofiible  that  above  two  thoufand  of  each 
Party  could  have  been  polled  for  the  firfl 
Day,  the  Poll  not  beginning  till  towards 

twelve 
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twelve  at  Noon  ;  therefore  it  Is  plain,  that 
the  Party  who  had  Intercft  enough  in  the 
RetLirning-Officer  to  have  the  Preference 
of  being  polled,  miift:  have  Iiad  the  Majo- 
rity upon  the  Poll  for  that  Day.  Now  the 
Friends  of  the  old  Members  not  only  had 
a  far  more  eafy  Acccfs  to  the  Rails  at 
which  the  Poll  was  taken,  but  they  had  a 
farther  Advantage,  which  was  to  the  Re- 
turning-Officer  himfclf  and  his  Subflitutes, 
who  polled  Numbers  who  had  Accefs  thro' 
the  Church  the  firii:  Day  for  the  old  Members, 
but  few,  if  any,  for  the  other  Candidates. 

From  thefe  Conlidcrations  it  muft  ap- 
pear to  every  thinking  Man  extremely  ab- 
furd  to  fix  a  certain  Number  of  Days, 
eight  or  ten,  as  the  Friends  of  the  old 
Members  infifted  on,  for  finally  clofing 
the  Poll,  becaufe  it  is  evident  in  fuch  a 
Cafe  it  would  be  ui  the  Power  of  the  Re- 
turning-Officer  to  return  what  Candidate 
he  pleafed,  and  yet  keep  himfelf  out  of 
the  Reach  of  Law.  This  feems  to  have 
been  pretty  well  underftood  upon  the  pre- 
fent  Occafion  ;  for  it  is  remarlLable  that  the 
Re g-Officer  qualify'd  a  certain  Num- 
ber of  his  own  Creatures  to  adminifter  the 
Oath  both  within  and  at  the  Rails,  but  ab- 
folutely  refiifed  to  give  fuch  a  Power  to 
the  Infpedors  for  the  Intcrefl  of  Mr.  Ed- 
win.    Bv  this  Method  the  Pollers  for  the- 

old 
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old  Members  had  lafe,  ready,   and  conve- 
nient Dlfpatch  ;  for  they  not  only  had  the 
Preference  in  voting,  which  it  was  in  the 
Brealls  of  the  Retarning-OBicer  and  his 
bubllitutes    to    give    without    their    being 
called  to  any  Account,  but  of  being  polled 
without  any  trifling  Delay.      Had   there- 
fore   the    Legiflature     hxt    the    Term  of 
Hx  Days  for  going  through  the    Poll   for 
Wejlminfkr^    in   which   there  are   a.t  leaft 
2IOOO     Pollers,      the    Returning  -  Officer 
might  very  eafily,  by  polling  7000  of  the 
Party  he  flivours,  and  only   6coo   of  the 
other   Party,    return   the  former,    tliough 
perhaps  out  of  all  the   8000  that  remain 
unpoll'd,  there  may  not   be  five  hundred 
who  would  poll  for  the   Candidates  that 
had  thus   obtained  the  Majority  upon  the 
whole. 

I  have  been  the  more  full  upon  this 
Point,  becaufe  I  think  it  deferves  tne  high- 
eft  Regard,  and  anfwers  preclfely  to  the 
Cafe  in  View.  The  late  Poll  lafted  but 
fix  Days,  and  thofe  not  compleat  :  Had 
the  Pollers  during  that  Time  poured  in 
every  Moment  upon  the  Infpedors  of  the 
Poll,  any  Man  who  knows  the  Method  of 
polling  in  V/eJiminjier^  and  more  efpecially 
when  attended  with  the  Obft.ucTnons 
thrown  in  on  the  late  Occafion,  mull  be 
fenfible  that  not  above  13000  coulv^  have 

been 
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been  polled  during  that  Time.  Now  if 
one  Party  has  Accefs  to  a  fupernunierary 
Poll-Book,  or  four  or  five,  at  which  the  o- 
thcr  Party  has  Difficulty  to  come,  as  was  in 
EfFed:  the  prcfcnt  Cafe,  that  Party  who  has 
fuch  Accefs  muit  poll  a  Majority  during  fuch 
a  Number  of  Days. 

Add  to  this,  that  there  will  hardly  I  be- 
lieve ever  be  a  Struggle  of  this   Kind   in 
Wejlminlier^  in  which  the  Conteft  will  not 
lie    betwixt   Interejl    and    Principle.     In 
fuch  a   Struggle,    the   one    Party   may  be 
compared   to   regular   Forces,    well   paid, 
well  fed,  and  ever  obedient  at  the  Word 
of  Command,    therefore   they  are  at   all 
Hours  ready,  and  within  Call  to  do  Duty. 
The  otjjer  Party  is  indeed  no  other  than  a 
Militia,    taking    the  Field    as  their    own 
Conveniency,    and  fometimes  the  Whim, 
which  influences  their  Principle^  dictates ; 
and  often,  by  their  not  underftanding  Dif- 
cipline,  each  relies  on  the  other,  till  by  that 
Means  the  whole  Duty  is  neglected.     If 
any  one  fliall  make  the  Application  of  this 
to  the  Cafe  of  an  Election  of  Members  for 
Weftminjler  bounded  within  the  Term  of 
fix  Days,  it  will  be  eafy  for  him  to  deter- 
mine which  of  them  has,  during  that  Time, 
the  bed  Chance  of  Succtfs.     But  on  this 
Occafion  I  mull:  do  fo  much  Juflice  to  the 
Independent  Voters,  as  to  own,  that  the^ 

proceeded 
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proceeded  with  an  Alacrity  and  Readincfs 
feldom  to  be  found  in  a  Body  adling  upon 
an  uninfluenc'd  Principle  ;  and  notwith- 
Itanding  the  exa^t  Di/'cipline  of  their  Anta- 
gonills,  they  mull  have  remain 'd  Tvlafters 
of  the  Field,  had  not  their  pubhck  Spirit 
been  defeated  by  the  moft  infamous  of  all 
infamous  Expedients. 

The  Leaders  in  the  Interefl  oppofite  to 
that  of  the  Independent  Eled:ors,  did  not 
only  exercile  the  Craft  of  their  fever  al  Of-, 
fees,  but  had  Recourfe  to  the  Lifole?ice  of 
Power.  The  Independent  Electors  having 
difcovered  a  Spirit  fo  new  and  unexpected, 
their  Antagonifts  met  with  a  cruel  Difap- 
pointment :  Thefe  laft,  confcious  that  all 
the  Majority  they  could  polfibly  obtain  the 
iirfl  Day  might  eafily  upon  a  fair  Scrutiny 
be  difqualify'd,  no  Oath  being  then  admi- 
nifter'd,  and  that  the  Strength  of  their 
Party  was  then  exhaufted,  refolved  to 
throw  off  the  Mask  of  thefe  few  Appear- 
ances, which  Men  lefs  intoxicated  with 
Power  wou'd  have  thought  proper  to  pre- 
fervc;  Accordingly  a  regular  Mob  was 
hir'd  by  the  very  Perfons  whofe  Duty  it 
chiefly  was  to  have  dilTipated  and  prevent- 
ed every  Appearance  of  Riot.  This  was 
done  not  in  a  fneaking  clandeftine  Man- 
ner, but  publickly  and  avowedly  :  EmilTa- 
ries  were  difpatch'd  to  all  the  Haunts  of 
C  Lewd- 


(  20  ) 
Lcw(3ncfs  iind  Idlencis ;  thefe  two  Qij^ali- 
ties  verc  their  Itiongelt  Recommentkt  ons 
to  the  Piiymafters ;  a  fi\ir  pofitive  Ag^ee^ 

ment  \Vas  made   by  the   H-- B — — * 

in  Pcrfon,  that  he  would  give  them  fo 
ipuch  a  Day,  to  ibme  Half  a  Crown,  to 
others  Two  bhilhngs,  according  as  they 
might  merit.  At  tlic  lame  Time  he  took 
Care  to  arm  them  properly,  and  for  that 
Purpofe  had  provided  a  good  handfome 
Colledion  of  large  Bludgeons  and  Stick?, 
thefe  he  had  piled  up  in  an  Outhoufe  of 
his  own,  to  which  he  diredtcd  his  Opera- 
toi^s  to  repair.  He  likewife  ordered  them 
Vi(5tuals  and  Drink,  and  then  to  obey  the 
Diredtions  of  his  Clerk.  This  Gentleman 
gave  them  their  Orders  with  all  the  Cool- 
nefs  of  a  Veteran  Commander ;  that  they 
fhould  conceal  their  Arms  under  their 
Cloaths,  till  they  faw  a  proper  Opportuni- 
ty for  uling  tliem,  that  fhey  Jhoiild  tf:*en 
Jight  and  Jlafid  hy  one  another ;  and  td  do 
them  Juftice,  they  aded  tlrcir  Parts  pretty 
exadly.  For  they  did  fland  by  one  another^ 
gave  all  the  Obftrudion  they  could  to  thofe 
Voters  who  were  difUnguiflied  by  ha^ng 
Bills  for  Vernoh  and  Edwin  in  their  Hat:$, 
and  thofe  who  were  refolvcd  not  to  be  ob- 
llruded  Were  fairly  knock'd  down. 

The  other  High  Officer  of  the  P-^—ccf 
comple.Udd  his  Levies  \vith  eqtia}  Succeft ; 

he 
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he  engaged  another  Mob  upon  the  iiime 
Delign,  and  confiiliing  of  like  Numbers 
and  Agents.  Thefc  he  paid  upon  the  .S'^- 
turday  and  Monday,  but  then  reiigned  his 
Command  to  a  Superior,  and  perhaps  the 
greateft  Genius  for  his  Purpof.*  in  England, 
The  Reader  will  be  at  no  Lofs  to  iruefs 

o 

who  this  extiaordinary  Perfon  is,  when  he 
fhall  know  that  he  is  a  profefs'd  Boxer, 
the  moft  celebrated  in  his  Time,  and  at 
prefent  one  of  his  MajePiy's  menial  Ser- 
vants. This  Perfon  acfled  like  a  prudent 
General,  that  is,  with  great  Cauti  n,  but 
great  Refolution.  For  he  took  Care  to 
arm  himfclf  with  a  Skull-Cap  under  his 
Hat  and  Wig,  and  not  only  gave  his 
Forces  their  ncceilary  Orders,  but  gave 
Proofs  of  his  perfonal  Courage  by  knock- 
ing down  fome  of  Vernon  %  and  Edwins 
Voters.  As  he  is  a  Placeman,  it  cannot 
however  be  fufpcded  that  all  his  Zeal  was 
purely  difinterefted,  for  he  made  his  own 
Houie  *  their  Rendezvous  -,  he  had  there 
ail  Opportunity  to  difplay  his  Talents  in  his 
double  Capacity  of  Boxer  and  Victualler. 
He  inftruded  them  in  what  they  were  to 
do,  he  ordered  them  in  the  hrlt  Place  to 
take  Vg/'nons  and  Edwins  Bills  out  of  the 
Hats  of  all  who  wore  them ;  fecondly,  if 

*  An  Aleboufe  near  St.  James's  Market. 

C  2  any 


(    22    ) 

any  fliould  refift,  to  knock  them  clown ',  and 
laftl y,  to  do  fomeivhat  to  be  talked  of.  The 
two  firll  Inftrudions  were  indeed  very 
plain  and  very  pra6ticable,  but  the  lad  has 
fomewhat  in  it  fo  puzzling,  lb  myfterious, 
and  yet  fo  wicked,  that  the  World  will 
not  be  at  a  great  Lofs  to  conceive  by  whom 
it  was  originally  didated.  The  poor  Fel- 
lows on  the  firll  Day  punctually  obferved 
the  plain  Part  of  their  Inftrudions,  they 
knock'd  down  a  good  many  for  not  being 
ready  enough  in  obeying  their  Demand  ; 
but  when  they  wanted  to  execute  the  my- 
fterious Part,  they  were  quite  at  a  Lofs, 
fo  they  thought  tit,  rather  than  blunder,  to 
let  it  alone. 

However,  when  they  came  to  receive 
their  Pay,  it  was  not  without  being  bit- 
terly upbraided  by  their  Leader  for  not  ha- 
ving done  fome'what  to  he  talked  of;  and  be- 
ing ftrongly  threaten'd  with  being  cafliier'd 
if  they  did  not  next  Day  do  fomeijohat  to  be 
talkd  of^  the  poor  Wretches  upon  this 
held  a  Confultation  in  what  Manner  they 
fliould  fuccced  in  this.  All  they  could 
make  of  their  Leader's  Meaning  was,  that 
tkey  ftiould  do  fomewhat  more  than  barely 
knocking  People  down,  in  fhort,  that  they 
fhould  do  fomewhat  eminently  wicked. 
At  laft,  after  long  Puzzling,  they  concluded 
that  the  beft  Way  to  be  talked  of  was,  to 

let 
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let  the  great  Bar  of  the  Wooden  Rails, 
which  encloied  the  Place  of  Polling,  fall 
down  upon  the  Head  of  a  Gentleman  who 
ufed  to  carry  a  Flag  before  the  Voters  for 
Vernon  and  Edwin ^  juft  as  he  fhould  en- 
ter the  Rails.  This  was  indeed  an  effec- 
tual Way  of  being  talked  of,  for  the  Bar 
confifted  of  a  large  Bcim  of  Wood,  which 
required  the  Strength  of  two  Men  to  lift, 
and  had  it  fallen  upon  a  Dragoon's  Horfe 
it  muft  have  beat  out  his  Brains. 

Such  was  the  Condudt  of  thole  Gentle- 
men who  ought  to  have  kept  the  Peace, 
while  the  other  Party  was  every  Moment 
in  danger  of  being  knock'd  down  by  Au- 
thority, it  being  eafily  to  be  proved  that 
not  under  five  hundred  Men  were  hir'd  for 
thefe  wicked  Purpofes.  For  a  Mob  was 
not  only  brought  from  the  Streets  and  high 
Ways,  but  out  of  Garrilbns  and  Barracks; 
for  there  was  a  Draught  made  by  a  certain 
Military  Officer  of  a  certain  Number  of 
Men  from  every  Company  lying  in  the 
Tower  j  thefe  were  difguis'd  in  ordinary 
Cloaths  and  headed  by  the  faid  Officer  for 
the  fame  Purpofes.  I  am  far  from  faying 
or  imagining  that  any  General  Officer  in  his 
M?je.^y's  Service  gave  Order  for  this  Duty^ 
but  that  the  Fi?d:  is  as  I  have  ftated  it  will 
appear  from  feveral  Affidavits, 

But 
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But  it  was  not  fuftlcicnt  tkat  all  the  A- 
bandon'cl  of  one  EluiKnt  were  rak'd  loge- 
ther  to  be  engaged  in  this  worthy  Under- 
taking; for  on  "Jucjday  the  hfth  of  iW^^',  a 
Body  of  Sailors,  or  rather  Fellows  drelTcd  in 
Sailor's  Cloaths,  appcar'd  in  favour  of  tlue 
old  Members,  hollooing  Sundon  and  H^ager, 
and  headed  by  a  Sea-Otiicer,  who  alter- 
wards  came  upon  theHulHngs,  and  feemed 
perfe<flly  well  acquinted  with  hib  Lordfliip. 
There  appcar'd  however,  upon  this  Occar- 
fion,  a  Slip  in  the  Conduct  of  the  principal 
Managers :  For  as  their  Mobs  had  been  af- 
femblcd  from  all  Corners,  they  happened 
not  to  be  acquainted  with  one  another,  and 
for  that  Reafon  miftook  their  Friends  for 
Foes.  This  gave  rife  to  a  dreadful  Bluncicr; 
for  when  the  Sailors  arrived  upon  the  Place 
of  Adion,  imagining,  from  the  general 
O'ies  in  favour  oi  the  new  Candidates,  that 
every  body  prefent  was  their  Foe,  they 
knock'd  down  one  or  two  of  their  Friends 
in  the  other  two  Mobs,  who,  finding  them- 
fclves  thus  attack'd,  imagin'd  the  Sailors  to 
be  the  Friends  of  tlie  new  Candidates,  and 
return'd  the  Compliment  very  warmly. 
This  brought  on  a  general  Engagement, 
which  lafted  for  a  few  Minutes,  and  in  which 
there  was  not  a  Man  concern 'd  befiacs  thole 
who  had  eiclier  receiv'd  Pay  or  Orciers  to 
ftsit  tumultuoully.  However,  by  the  pru- 
dent 
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itni  Interpofition  of  the  Leaders,  the  Mi- 
ftakc  was  perceived,   arrd  they  all  became 
united  in  their  common  Caufe. 

This  was  the  only  Appearance  of  a  Riot 
during  the  who'e  Poll,  and  was  entirely 
owino;  to  the  Blunder  I  have  mention'd. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  too  llidicrous  to  men- 
tion fuch  an  Incident  upcn  this  Occafion 
were  it  not  for  two  Reafons ;  the  firft  is, 
that  the  Fa<5V,  as  I  have  related  it,  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  uninfluenced  Affidavits  of  le- 
rcra4  Perfons  who  muft  have  had  the  beil 
Opportunities  of  knowing  the  Truth.  Thtf 
ftcond  Reafon  is,  to  obviate  that  Shadow  of 
au  Obic61*ion  brought  by  the  Friend's  of  the 
old  Members,  as  if  a  Diilufbance  had  hap- 
pened during  the  Poll  ;  wliereas,  if  therd 
was  any  Difturbance  it  was  owning  entirely 
to  the  Agents  and  Creatures  of  their  6Wrt 
Party. 

But  the  in-dependent  Inharbitants,  fupported 
by  that  Spirit  which  is  infeparable  from  a 
jtift  Caufc  and  virtuous  Motives,  \^ere  not 
(b  eafily  difcouraged:  Tho'  they  behaved 
•H'ith  Decency,  yet  they  proceeded  with  Re* 
folution  ;  artd  when  on  the  l^iiefday  Mom* 
ing  the  feveral  Mobs  being  a^embied  difco* 
ver'd  their  Bludgeons,  and  began  according 
to  their  Inftrudrons  to  handle  them,  the 
Petty  Conftables  who  were  upon  EHity  at 
the  Place  of  Pollings  and  the  other  Inhabi- 
tants, 
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tr.nts,  juflly  alarm'd  at  fuch  a  Violation  of 
the  Pccicc  and  the  Freedom  of  Elcdlion,  dif- 
armed  the  Rioters,  widiout  any  odier  Harm 
or  Violence  offer'd  them,  dian  putdng  it 
out  of  their  Power  to  execute  the  barbarous 
and  arbitrary  Orders  of  their  Employers 
and  Diretflors.  The  Bludgeons,  to  an  in- 
credible Quantity,  and  moft  of  them  of  an 
unufual  Size,  were  deliver'd  to  Mr.  Ed- 
in'ins,  Friends,  who  were  upon  theHurtings, 
gnd  by  them,  to  prevent  farther  Mifchief, 
depofited  in  Covejtt-Garden  Church  ;  from' 
thence  they  were  convey'd  to  a  Gentle- 
inan'sHoufe  in  the  Neighbouihood,  wher© 
they  now  lie  until  an  Opportunity  ftiall  pre- 
fent  for  fubmitting  them  to  a  proper  Judi- 
cature. 

But  thefe  Schemes  proving  all  of  themi 
thus  ineffedtual,  and  the  Friends  of  Admi- 
ral Vernon  and  Mr.  Edwifi  making  every 
Day  a  more  numerous  Appearance,  another 
Meafure  was  concerted  and  put  in  Execu- 
tion. It  had  been  agreed  at  the  opening  of 
the  Poll  betwixt  Mr.  Edu-ins  Agent  and  the 
Returniog  Officer,  that  Cheque-books  fhould 
be  kept  in  behalf  of  the  new  Candidates : 
Accordingly  fuch  Books  were  titled  by 
Confent  and  at  the  Infpedion  of  the  Depu- 
ty H- h  B fi  the  feveral  Clerks 

who  were  to  attend  at  thofc  Cheque-books 
were  appointed,  and  they  proceeded  accord- 
ingly 
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ingly  from  Saturday,  the  Time  when  the 
Poll  began,  to  Wednefday  at  Noon,  to 
take  Names,  Places  of  Abode,  and  Dillinc- 
tions  of  the  feveral  Pollers,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  they  were  taken  at  the  Poll- 
Books.  But  on  Wednefday  about  Noon, 
without  the  leaft  Abufe  being  allcdg'd  or 
Rcafon  aflign'd,  Mr.  Edwins  Clerks  were 

order'd  by  the  R -g-O— — r  to  fluit  up 

their  Chcoue-books.  It  was  in  vain  that 
the  FrientFS  of  die  ri^w  Candidates  repre- 
fented  the  previous  Agreement  that  had 
been  made;  the  Neceflity  and  Jiifticc  of 
their  continuing  to  keep  Cheque-books ; 
and  the  Example  of  other  Cities,  particu- 
larly the  City  oi  London,  the  Poll  for  which 
was  at  that  Time  going  on.  Tothefirft  Rea- 
fon  no  Anfwer  was  at  all  made  j  to  the  fc- 
cond  the  Anfwer  was.  That  he  would 
anfwer  for  any  Injuftice  in  another 
Place,  but  by  G—d  they  jhoiild  not  pro- 
ceed in  that  Manner  any  longer  -,  and  the 
third  Rcafon  was  anfwer'd  by  a  downright 
Denial  of  the  Fa(fl.  Upon  which  a  Gen- 
tleman was  at  the  Pains  to  go  into  the  City, 
and  to  procure  from  the  Sheriffs  the  Me- 
thod of  their  taking  the  Poll  there,  and  the 
Form  df  their  Cheque-books ;  which  ap- 
pear'd  upon  comparing  both  to  be  the  very 
fame  with  that  obferv'd  in  the  Poll  at  JVeJi" 
minfter.  But  this  plain  Convidion  had  no 
D  other 
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other  I'ATcO.  than  to  render  the  Orders  to 
Mr.  Edwins  Agent  for  the  Clerks  to  fliut 
their  Cheque-books  ftill  more  peremptory, 
with  great  Threatnings  in  cafe  they  ihou'd 
go  on  to  take  down  another  Name.  But 
Mr.  Edwins  Agent  not  thinking  that  the 
Orders  communicated  to  him  was  fufficient 
to  warrant  his  doing  a  Thing  that  cou'd 
have  no  other  Meaning  than  to  conceal  the 
arbitrary  Manner  of  taking  the  Poll,  refufcd 
to  give  his  Clerks  any  fuch  Orders,  and 
they  accordingly  went  on  taking  down  the 

Names,  as  before  j  till  the  R g-O r 

himfelf  went  round,  gave  them  Orders  out 
of  his  own  Mouth,  and  fliut  up  fome  of 
their  Books  with  his  own  Hand. 

Such  a  Stretch  of  Power  in  one  of  the 
greateft  Cities  in  Britain  deferves  fome  A- 
nimadverfion.  The  keeping  Cheque-books 
was  what  never  cou'd  polTibly  affedt  the 
.  Intereft  of  either  Candidate,  provided  the 
Poll  was  fairly  and  honeftly  carried  on,  be- 
caufe  thefe  Cheque-Books  can  be  no  Evi- 
dence in  cafe  of  a  Scrutiny  or  a  contravert- 
ed  Ele<flion.  Therefore  if  it  cou'd  have 
been  fuppofed  that  Mr.  Edwins  Friends 
had  vitiated  them,  diat  cou'd  have  done  no 
.  manner  of  Service  to  his  Caufe,  fince  it  was 
by  the  Poll-books  of  the  Returning-Officer 
that  the  Scrutiny,  had  any  been,  muft  have 
been  gone  thro.  The  keeping  Cheque-books 

was 
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was  indeed  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  a 
fair  carrying  on  the  Poll,  but  it  is  ahfolutc- 
ly  impoirible  that  the  keeping;  them  could 
have  been  of  the  leall  Dilllrvicc  to  the  Rc- 
turning-Othcer,  or  either  of  the  Candidates. 
The  Returning- OHicer  indeed  hinted,  and 
it  was  the  only  Reafon  he  fo  much  as  hint- 
ed at  for  his  Conduc^l,  that  if  Mr.  Eckvin 
kept  Cheque-books,  his  Clerks  muft  be  de- 
priv'd  of  a  Perquifite  by  felling  a  Copy  of 
their  Poll-books  to  Mr.  Edwin.  But  to  this 
it  was  anfwer'd,  that  Mx.  Edwin  cou'd  have 
no  manner  of  Occallon  to  buy  a  Copy  of 
the  Poll  if  the  Elecftion  was  not  contra  vert- 
ed, and  if  it  was,  he  muf l  of  Neceility  pay 
for  a  Copy  of  it  to  the  High  Bailiff,  be- 
caufe  no  other  Poll-book,  but  one  attefted 
by  him  as  the  Returning-Officer,  cou'd 
be  of  any  manner  of  Service  to  Mr.  Edwin ^ 
either  upon  a  Scrutiny  or  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons. 

I  have  only  one  Oblervation  more  to  add 
upon  this  Proceeding,  and  which  wiil  be 
fufficient  to  prove  the  determin'd  Obilinacy 
with  which  this  arbitrary  Meafure  was  un- 
dertaken and  purfued.  It  was  reprefcnted 
to  the  H-^-h  B — ff,  that  as  the  Affair  of  not 
allowing  Cheque-books  to  be  kept  in  behalf 
of  the  new  Candidates  might  come  to  be  a 
Point  in  Law,  it  would  be  highly  prudent 
in  him  to  take  the  Opinion  of  Counfel. 
D  i  This 
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This  he  fu bmittcd  to  do,  and,  as  I  am  cre- 
dibly iiiforni'd,  the  Opiinon  of  the  Coun- 
icl  upon  the  Circiimlhinccs  which  attended 
the  Cafe  was,  that  he  could  not  legally 
force  the  Clerks  of  the  Cheque-books  to 
give  over  taking  any  more  Names. 

Bur,  indeed,  according  to  the  Scheme 
that  had  been  laid  down,  and  wasdienpur- 
fuing,  it  foon  appear'd  that  this  arbitrary 
Proceeding  was  but  a  neceilary  Precaution. 
I  Ihall  ilate  the  Fads  to  the  Reader,  and  I 
dare  fay  they  will  fpeak  fo  flrongly  for 
thcmfelves,  that  they  need  be  attended  with 
but  few  Reflections  on  my  part. 

On  the  firft  Day  of  the  I'oll  feveral  Per- 
fons,  fome  of  Diif  indlion,  prefented  them- 
felves  to  poll ;  one  Gentleman  being  afk'd 
where  he  liv'd,  anfvver'd,  in  SomerJet'Hoiij€\ 
he  was  poU'd,  and  gave  his  Voice  for  the  old 
Members.  Another  was  afk'd  the  fame 
Queftion,  he  too  lived  in  So?nerJet-Houfe  — 
a  third —  a  fourth—  and  a  fifth  prefented, 
who  all  hv'd  in  the  fame  Place,  were  all 
poU'd,  and  all  gave  their  Voices  for  the  old 
Members.  In  fliort,  about  fifteen  that  Af- 
ternoon, all  living  in  the  Dutchy  of  Lan^ 
cajler,  were  poll'd  for  the  old  Members. 
Mr.  Edivin%  Friends  could  have  no  Objec- 
tion againft  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Lancafter  being  poll'd ;  whether  they 
had  a  Right  to  poll,  or  not,  was  no  Affair 

of 
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pf  their's  to  determine.  The  R g-O — r 

was  then  of  Opinion  that  they  had  a  Right, 
and  admitted  them  to  poll  accordingly.  Bat 
there  was  another  Conlideration,  which  more 
immediately,  in  the  picfent  Cafe,  affedted 
the  Interefts  of  the  new  Candidates,  and' 
that  was,  whether  two,  three,  four,'  or  a 
dozen  Perfons  living  within  one  Houfe,  had 
each  of  them  a  fcparate  Right  to  poll.  It 
has  heen  generally  imagin'd,  and  I  believe 
not  without  good  Grounds,  that  the  Quali- 
fication which  entitled  an  Inhabitant  to 
.  poll  for  Members  of  Parliament,  Was  his 
paying  Scot  and  Lot.  Now  if  it  fhould' 
once  be  eftablifh'd  as  a  Principle,  that  where 
there  is  a  very  large  Houfe,  everyPerfon  pof- 
feffing  an  Apartment  in  that  Houfe  has  a 
Right  to  vote,  there  can  be  no  Objedion  a- 
gainft  every  Lodger  within  the  City  having 
luch  Right.  This  was  precifely  the  Cafe 
with  regard  to  thofe  Gentlemen  who  gave 
their  Votes  as  inhabiting  Somerjet- Houfe ; 
for  tho*  each  Gentleman  had  perhaps  a  fe- 
parate  Dwelling  within  that  H.oufe,  yet 
whether  thefe  Dwellings  can  be  confider'd 
as  fcparate  Houfcs,  or  only  as  Apartments  of 
one  Houfe,  may  be  one  Day  a  very  proper 
Subjedl  of  Enquiry  in  Parliament.  '  If  they 
are  to  be  confidcr'd  as  feparatc  Houfes,  it 
ou^t  then  to  appear  that  a  fcparate  Scot 
and  Lot  is  paid  for  each ;  if  they  are  confi- 

dered 


(  32  ) 
dcrcd  only  as  ApartmentP,   there  feems  to 
lie  a  vcry'Arong  Objcaion  againft  the  Pof- 
fcflbr's  Right  of  Foiling,   lince  they  arc  in 
that  Cafe  no  other  than  Lodgers. 

It  was  faid,  that    the   Crown  paid  the 
Parilh  Taxes,  and  that  therefore  the  PoiTef- 
fors  had  a  Right  to  poll  :    But  to  admit  of 
that  as  a  Qualification  for  polling  might  be 
attended  with  the  woril  Coniequences ;  and 
the  Houfc  of  Commons  were  fo  very  fenfi- 
bleofit,thatNbi;.i5,  1680,  they  came  toa 
Refolution,  "  That  n©  Servant  belonging  to 
"  the  Court,  not  having  a  Houfe  of  his  own, 
"  could  vote  for  a  Member  of  Parliament  for 
"  Wejiminfierr     This  feems  to  be  exprefsly 
levell'd  againft  the  Court  creating  a  Multi^ 
plicity  of  Votes,  by  quartering  their  Ser- 
vants in  their  own  Houfes,  of  which  they 
have  fuch  Plenty  in  WefiminjUr,  that  they 
wou'd  form  a  Borough  of  themfelves,  did 
they  lie  contiguous.    For  befides  St.Jamess, 
the  Stable^Tard,  6:c.    there  is  the  Mews, 
Scotland-Tar d,  Whitehall,  the  Sa'voy,   So^ 
merJ'et'Houfe,    with    fcveral   other   Tene- 
ments, all   belonging  to   the  Crown.      If 
therefore   that   Branch  of  the  LegiHature 
was  fo  very  jealous  of  the  Power  and  In- 
fluence of  the  Court  in  the  Reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,  are  we  to  imagine  that  at  this 
Time  thev  will  lofe  that  Jealoufy,  when  the 
Power  and  Property  vefted  in  the  Govern- 
ment 
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ment  Is,  I  venture  to  fay,  triple  of  wh;it  it 
then  was,  and  its  Dependents  encreafed  in 
proportion  ? 

Leaving  this  however  to  a  future  De- 
termination, it  plainly  appcar'd   from  the 

R g-O r  admitting  the  Inhabitants 

of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafier  to  poll,  efpeci- 
ally  after  he  had  b;.en  informed  that  they 
Jived  within  the  Dutchy,  that  he  was  of 
Opinion  they  liad  a  Right  to  vote.  One 
fliould  have  thought,  that  by  the  fame 
Rule  every  other  Perfon  living  in  the  fame 
Dutchy  had  likewife  a  Right :  But  it  ap- 
pear'd  quite  otherwife.  It  foon  appear'd 
that  it  did  not  fignify  three  Farthings  where 
a  Man  lived ^  but  how  he  voted ^  to  entitle 
him  to  poll ;  for  when  a  Multitude  of  fub- 
ftantial,  creditable  Houfe-keepers,  all  liv- 
ing within  the  fame  Dutchy.  and  with 
more  unexceptionable  Qualifications  than 
any  of  thofe  who  had  poll'd  ^ox  Sundon  and 
JVager,  prefented  themfelves  to  be  poll'd 
for  Ferno?i  and  Edwin,  they  were  every  Man 
of  them  refufed.  They  were  indeed  told 
from  the  Huftings,  that  if  they  would  poll 
for  the  old  Members  their  Voices  fhould  be 
taken  ;  but  refufing  to  comply,  they  were 
totally,  after  their  entering  a  formal  Pro- 
teft,  rejected. 

If  any  intelligent  Perfon  fhall  confider  the 
Nature  of  Government   in    a   free  Coun- 
try, 
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try,  he  mufi:  be  amaz'd  that  this  Condu(5t 
did  not  immediately  produce  the  very  Ef- 
fe6l  which  one  Party  mo  ft  wifli'd  for,  'viz. 
a  Riot  on  the  Part  of  the  Friends  of  Mr. 
Edi/utn,  which  might  have  given  a  plaufible 
Pretence  for  clofing  the  Poll.  For  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafler,  tho* 
a  great  and  a  confiderable  Body,  have  this 
peculiar  Circumftancc  attending  their  Situ- 
ation, that  they  cannot  find  that  they  are  at 
all  reprcfented  in  Parliament,  if  they  have  no 
Right  to  vote  for  Members  for  Wefiminfier. 
Thus  they  are  fo  far,  as  they  or  indeed  the 
World  can  judge,  dcpriv'd  of  that  glorious 
Charaderiftic  of  the  Englijh  Liberty,  in  be- 
ing reprefented  in  Parliament. 

The  refufing  to  take  their  Votes,  or  fuf- 
ferlng  their  Names  to  appear  upon  the  Poll- 
book,  compleated  this  iVIisfortunc,  fincethey 
were  thereby  dcpriv'd  of  an  Opportunity  of 
having  their  Cafe  laid  before  Parliament,  be- 
caufe,  had  their  Names  appear'd  upon  the 
Poll,  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  while  the 
Merits  of  the  Eloftion  were  depending, 
muft,  before  the  Legality  of  that  had  beeji 
detcrmin'd,  have  determin'd  tlieir  Right  of 
voting ;  whereas  in  their  prcfent  Cafc  the 
Houfe  can  take  no  regular  Cognifance  of 
their  Right,  becaufe  their  Names  not  ap- 
pearing upon  the  Poll,  their  Cafe  cannot 
come  under  their  Confideiation.     It  may 

be 
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be  {Iild,  thit  thcv  h.\vc  a  Remedy  at.  Law  ; 
but  if  any  Pcrlbn  will  confidcr  how  com- 
plicated the  Difcuflion  of  fuch  a  Quellion 
before  a  Court  in  JVcll ml tiftcr-Hall  iwuii  be, 
with  thofe  Ritz;hts  whicli  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons have  atlcrted  to  be  inalienably  veiled 
in,  and  as  at  were  facred  to  their  own 
Body,  he  mufl:  allow  that  it  muft  be  at- 
tended  with  Difficulties  that  I  am  unwill- 
ing here  to  exprefs  or  enter  upon. 

I  have  one  Coniideration  more  to  add, 
while  I  am  upon  the  Votes  in  the  Dutchy  of 
Ldncafler,  and  that  is,  that  a  Part  of  the 
Dutchy  was  at  the  Time  of  taldng  the  Poll 
admitted  by  Gentlemen  who  were  Friends 
of  the  old  iVIembers,  and  who  could  not  be 
millaken  in  the  Fad:,  to  be  within  the  Liber- 
ty QtiWejlminller  -y  yet  notwithftanding  this, 
no  Confideration,  even  of  perfonal  Interefl, 
could  admit  any  Vote  living  within  the 
Dutchy  to  be  taken,  but  all  were  indifcri- 
minately  cut  off. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Dutchy  in  general,  who  thought  themfelves 
Sufferers  by  this  Conduct,  reprefentcd,  that 
they  paid  the  Parfon  and  all  the  Church- 
Rates  of  the  Pariihes  of  St.  Clemenfi^  V. 
Mary  le  Strand^  and  St.  Marti?is  in  the 
Fields^  three  Parifhes  lying  within  the  City 
and  Liberty  of  V/eflminfter  ;  that  they  ferve 
the  Offices  of  Church-Wardens  and  Sca- 
E  vengers 
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vcngcrs  for  tlie  Parities  in  general,  that  they 
are  fincable  if  they  refufe,  and  that  there  is 
no  Determination  that  they  have  not  a 
Right  to  Poll  for  lVeft7mnftcr.  One  fliould 
have  thought  that  a  Magillrate,  who  had 
nothing  in  his  Eye  but  to  keep  the  Peace 
and  to  do  Juftice,  wou'd  have  fo  far  given 
way  to  thcfc  Reprefentations,  as  to  have  in- 
dulg'd  them  in  receiving  their  Votes  with  a 
Qu_^ERE.  That  Method  could  never  have 
been  liable  to  any  Inconveniency,  fince  he 
had  it  in  his  Power  to  have  difqualify'd  them 
upon  a  Scrutiny,  had  it  been  found  that  they 
had  no  Right  to  poll.  At  the  fame  time  he 
might  have  had  Leifure  to  have  fix'd  thofe 
Limits  which  diftinguilh  that  part  of  the 
Dutchy  which  is  in  the  Liberty,  and  whofe 
Right  to  poll  never  was  difputed,  from  that 
Part  which  is  pretended  to  be  difputabl^.'s  ^  I 
cannot  however  leave  this  Part  of  my  Subjed: 

without  doing  the  Juftice  to  the  R g- 

O r,  as  to  own,   that  he  promifed  to 

ftrike  out  the  Names  of  thofe  who  had 
poli'd  out  of  the  Dutchy.  But  whether 
this  is  any  Satisfaction  to  the  Inhabitants,  or 
whether  it  does  not  do  them  a  flill  greater 
Injury,  is  what  1  fliall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine. 

But  this  Treatment  was  not  peculiar  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Dutchy  oi La7ic after; 
there  are  fevcral  fcattcr'd  Places,  which  tho* 

they 
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rhcy  lie  fccmingly  remote  from  the  Body  of 
the  City  of  Wcllminlicr,  yet  have  a  Richt 
of  Pollins  for  Members  of  Parliament.  For 
Inftance,  the  Inhabitants  oi  St.Martnis  le 
Grand  in  the  City,  whofc  Ric!;ht  to  poll 
was  never  difputed,  ani  was  on  diis  very 
Occalion  admitted  ;  all  Knights-Bridge, 
KenfmgtC7i-Gore^  and  a  great  Part  of  Ken- 
fingfcn,  all  which  Places  have  an  iincon- 
travertable  Riglit  to  poll,  nor  was  their 
Diftance  from  Covejit-Garden  Church  ever 
thought  any  Objection,  The  Inhabitants 
of  Turnmill-Street,  and  Cold-Batb-Ficlds 
near  Clerkejiwell  were  of  this  Number, 
tho'  they  lie  nearer  to  the  Place  of  Polling 
than  either  Knight s- Bridge  o\-  St.  Marti?!' s 
k  Grand.  Their  Right  to  Poll  at  Eledions 
of  Members  for  Wellmiiifter  re\'er  had  been 
difputed  J  Numbers  arc  now  alive  who  poll- 
ed at  former  Elections,  particularly  one 
Man,  who  told  a  worthy  Kni^^ht  in  Weft- 
viijijler^  who  was  upon  the  Hullingson  the 
late  Occafion,  that  he  had  poll'd  out  of 
Turnmi  II  Street  J  or  his  Honour  s  Father 
when  a  Candidate  for  Weftminfter.  A  great 
Number  of  Warrants,  directed  to  the  Con- 
ftables  of  that  Place,  as  being  within  the 
Liberty  of  Weftininfter^  and  there  was  not 
a  fingle  Circumflance  necefTary  toafcertain' 
their  Right  to  poll  that  was  wanting.  Thefc 
Proofs  were  fo  ftrong  and  convincing,  that 
E  2  the 


(  38  ) 

the  H — h-B ff  at  firft  had  no  Objcflion 

to  their  Polling  ;  he  thought  indeed  that  no 
Part  of  Weftminjler  had  been  near  Clerken- 
"well  'y  but  he  agreed  that  thole  People  (liould 
bepoll'd,  provided  ^^i.  wasafhx'd  to  their 
Names  upon  the  Poll-Book.  Accordingly 
fourteen  or  fifteen  out  ol  that  Divifion  were 
poU'd  ;  but  when  a  confiderable  Body  came 

and  demanded  to  be  poUd,  the  R g- 

O r  abfolutely  refufed  them,  and  or- 

der'd  the  Foil-Books  to  be  Hint  up. 

This  was  the  hifl:  Scene  of  the  Farce  j 
for  it  was  on  one  Part  no  other;  there  hav- 
ing been  a  determin'd  Refolution  for  fome 
Days  before  to  clofe  the  Poll  on  that  Day. 
That  the  Reader  may  have  no  Doubt  of 
this,  he  willpleafe  to  confider  the  following 
Fa6ls.  As  before  obferved,  the  feveral 
Mobs  that  were  taken  into  pay,  had  their 
feparate  Leaders  appointed,  and  a  formal 
Bargain  was  ft:ruck,  by  which  each  Man 
was  to  receive  fo  much  a  Day.  This  was 
pundlually  perform'd  till  the  very  Morning 
of  the  Day  on  which  the  Poll  was  to  be 
finally  clofed.  On  that  Morning  a  general 
Rendevouz  of  all  the  Mob  was  order'd,  and 
they  were  formally  difbanded  after  being 
paid  their  Arrears.  It  is  true,  they  did 
complain  that  a  Stoppage  of  Six-pence  per 
Man  had  been  made,  and  that  they  were 
treated  as  a  Pack  of  Scoundrels  j  but  this 

only 
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only  ferved  to  prove  how  frugal  tlie  Pay- 
Mailers  were  of  the  Public  Money.  This 
RediKftion  of  the  Forces  being  made  on  the 
iv-zV^^' Morning,  occafion'd  an  unparalleled 
and  amazing  Calm  during  that  whole  Day, 
Bufinefs  went  quietly  on  j  no  Infult  was 
ofter'd  to  either  Party  i  no  Brawls,  no 
knocking  down.  In  fl:iort,  the  Friends  of 
Mr.  EJicin  began  to  compliment  the  Lead-r 
ers  of  the  other  Party  upon  the  good  Order 
that  had  been  taken,  and  to  congratulate 
one  another  upon  the  Profped:  of  a  quiet 
and  fuccefsful  Event  of  the  Poll.  This 
Calm  continu'd  till  the  End  of  the  Poll, 
which  happen'd  with  the  following  Circum- 
ftances  attending  it. 

It  has  been  already  obferv'd,  that  the 
Friends  of  the  new  Candidates  feldom  made 
any  conliderable  Appearance  upon  the  Poll 
till  towards  Four  or  Five  in  the  Afternoon, 
and  the  other  Party  generally  out-poU'd 
them  during  the  preceding  Part  of  the  Day. 
But  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  Poll  they  were 
fo  totally  exhaufted,  that  there  was  fcarcely 
a  Man  poll'd  for  them  during  three  Hours. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Poll  was  beginning 
to  go  very  briikly  forward  for  the  new  Can- 
didates, and  there  was  a  Certainty  of  their 
out-polling  the  old  Members  upon  the 
whole  of  the  Poll,  before  Six  o'clock,  the 
ufual  Time  of  iLutting  the  Books  for  the 

Day. 
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Day.  About  half  an  Hour  after  Three  in  the 
Afternoon,  a  confiderablc  Body  of  the  above 
Voters  from  Clcrkenivell^  join'd  by  a  large 
Number  of  othcrVotersfrom^'/.y^w^i'^,  St. 
Martin  s^  and  St. George's,  Ha7iover-Square^ 
appear'd  in  Covent-Garde?j;  but  before  they 
had  march'd  half  way  up  the  Garde?i  to- 
wards the  Place  of  Polling,  theH — h  B— ff, 
mounting  upon  a  Form  within  the  Huft- 
ings,  call'd  out  that  he  apprehended 
a  Riot  was  INTENDED,  and  ordering  his 
Clerks  immediately  to  fliut  their  Poll- 
Books,  he  ran  into  the  Veftry  with  them 
as  fail:  as  he  could. 

Had  there  been  the  leaft  Appearance  of 
Riot,  or  any  rdual  Difturbance,  had  any 
Perfon  been  offering  thcleaft  Infultor  Out- 
rage either  to  the  R g-O r  or  any 

of  the  Candidates  at  that  Time,  fomewhat 
might  be  laid  for  this  extraordinary  Pro- 
ceeding; but  the  Body  of  People  who  were 
advancing  were  all  of  them  fubftantial 
Tradcfmen  and  Houfe-Keepers,  and  fo  far 
from  encouraging  or  committing  any  riot- 
ous Proceedings  that  they  fcarce  ufcd  the 
common  and  legal  Exclamations  in  favour 
of  the  Candidates  for  whom  they  were  to 

vote.     Nor  could  the  H— h-B ff  have 

known  that  they  were  to  vote  againft  the 
old  Members,  had  not  a  Flag  been  borne 
before   them,    infcrib'd    with  the  Words 

Li- 
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Liberty  cwJ  Property.  Be  that  as  it 
will,  it  is  certain  that  he  order'd  the  Books 
to  be  (hut  two  Hours  and  a  Quarter  before 
the  ufuai  Time  of  clofing  the  Poll  for  each 
Day.  He  afterwards  pronounc'd  the  Poll 
to  be  finally  clofed,  tho'  no  legal  Proclama- 
tion had  been  made  for  that  Purpofe  ;  tho' 
many  were  attending  to  be  poU'd  ;  tho'  o- 
thers  had  their  Hands  on  the  Book  and  ac- 
tually were  fwearing,  in  order  to  be  poU'd 
at  that  very  Inflant,  and  tho'  Mr.  Edivin 
and  his  Friends  formally,  for  the  above, 
and  many  other  Reafons,  protefted  againft 
the  Poll  being  clofed. 

Thus  ftood  the  Poll  on  Friday  the  8  th 
of  Ma)\  at  three  Quarters  after  Three  in 
the  Afternoon,  neither  clofed ^  nor  open. 
Not  clofed,  becaufe  no  Proclamation  had 
been  made  for  that  Purpofe.  The  Procla- 
mation that  was  made,  was  by  an  old  Fellow 
in  a  Corner,  with  fo  low  a  Voice  that  few 
cou'd  hear  it ;  and  thofe  who  did,  are  ready  to 
make  Oath  that  it  was  an  Adjournment  of 
the  Poll  till  the  ufual  Time  next  Morning: 
Not  open,  becaufe  no  body  was  fuffer'd  to 
poll.  Mean  time  Mr.  EdiLtn  and  his 
Friends  upon  the  Huftings,  thought  it 
prudent  to  withdraw  into  the  Church,  be- 
ing apprehenfive  of  the  Confequences  of  an 
Infult  fo  provoking  to  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  unwilling  to  feem  to 

give 
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give  any  Countenance  to  any  Proceedings 
that  had  the  leaft  Tendency  or  Appear- 
ance of  breaking  the  Peace.  They  how- 
ever went  into  the  Vcftry,  where  the  Re- 
tiiming-Officer  and  the  Friends  of  the  old 
Members  were,  and  demanded  that  the  Poll 
fhould  be  again  open'd,  «<v'hich  was  abfo- 
liitely  refufed.  Finding  their  Endeavours 
ineffedtual,  they  retired  from  the  Place  of 
Polling,  and  gave  up  all  farther  Concern  in 
the  Event. 

Were  thefe  Pages  defign'd  as  a  Vindica- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwin  and  his  Friends  only, 
what  is  already  advanc'd  would  fufficlent- 
ly  clear  them  from  that  fcandalous  Impu- 
tation of  encouraging  and  abetting  a  Mob 
during  the  Poll ;  but  as  they  are  defign'd 
to  fet  the  Proceedings  of  perhaps  the  moft 
numerous  and  powerful  Body  of  Ele(ftors  in 
the  united  Kingdoms  in  a  true  Light,  it  is 
necelTary  to  purfue  this  Review  farther. 
The  Sufpenfe  that  the  People  were  in,  whe- 
ther tlie  Poll  was  finally  clofed,  or  only  ad- 
journ'd  for  that  Day,  continu'd  for  upwards 
of  an  Hour.  During  that  Time  no  Vio- 
lence was  either  offer'd  or  intended  ;  and 
nothing  was  heard  but  the  Voices  of  thofe 
who  waited  to  be  poU'd,  and  who  thought 
themfelves  injur'd  by  being  detain'd  fo  long 
from  their  fcveral  Employments.  But  all 
of  a  fudden  aMe^afure  was  put  in  Execution, 

which 
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which  put  an  End  to  all  the  Ceremony  of  a 
Poll,  and  to  all  Regard  even  for  the  unavail- 
ing Forms  or'  the  Briti(h  Conftitution.  For 
all  ot  a  ludden,  by  whofe  Orders  or  Ad- 
vice we  ihall  not  preliime  to  fay,  a  Body  of 
Foot-Guards,  to  the  Number  of  fjxty  or 
feventy,  headed  by  two  OiHcers,  marched 
to  CcTjent-Garden  Church -Yard  (within 
the  Rails  of  which  the  Poll  was  taken)  with 
their  Drums  beating,  and  their  Bayonets  iizU 
on  the  Muzzels  of  their  Muiliets  ;  they 
there  drew  up;  and  their  Serjeants  declar'd, 
that  tbey  came  to  murder  ever 'j  Man  there ^  if 
they  got  Orders.  It  was  under  their  Arms 
that  the  Pod  was  final ly  clokd,  and  the  old 
Members  were  declir'd  duly  ekEled,  If 
after  the  find  clofing  of  the  Foil  'ixvj  Infults 
were  ofrer'd  to  the  Perfon  of  a  noble  Can- 
didate, it  mufl:  have  been  owing  to  the  In- 
dignation of  die  People  at  fo  bare-fac'd  an 
Infult  upon  the  Rights  of  Eled:ion  and  the 
Safety  of  their  Perfons,  and  to  their  miftaken 
Notions,  as  if  that  noble  Perfon  had  fome 
Way  been  the  Occasion  of  fa^h  a  Proceed- 
ing. But  however  that  may  be,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  while  the  Eled:ion  was  depend- 
ing, and  before  the  boldiers  cams  to  the 
Place  of  Polling,  or  the  Members  were  de- 
clar'd, there  was  not  the  leaft  Appearance 
of  a  Tumult,  nor  any  manner  of  Infult  of- 
F  fer'd. 
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ic:'d,  either  to  the  Right  Honourable  Can- 
didate, or  anv  of  his  Friends. 

Future  Ages  (when,  it  is  to  be  hop'd, 
the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain  fhali  re- 
vert to  its  firft  Principles)  will  have  Dif- 
ficulty to  believe  that  in  one  of  the  greatcil 
Cities  in  England,  in  a  City  fo  immediate- 
ly under  the  Eye  of  the  Legiflature,  fo  pro- 
voking a  Step  as  tliat  of  over-awing  an  E- 
ledtion  bv  military  Force  (hould  be  taken. 
It  is  with  Ditiidence  that  it  obtains  Credit 
even  in  the  prcfent  Age;  and  the  Friends 
of  the  happy  Eflablidiment  have  Reafon  to 
be  alarm'd  at  a  Blow  which,  fecms  levell- 
ed not  again  ft  one  City  only  but  again  ft  his 
Majefty's  Pcrfon  and  Government.  It 
wou'd  feem  that  the  Authors,  whoever  they 
were,  took  great  care  to  watch  their  Op- 
portunity. They  knew  that  his  Majefty 
wou'd  deteft  fuch  a  Propofal  as  they  after- 
wards put  in  Execution,  therefore  tliey 
catch'd  at  the  very  Time  when  his  Majefty 
had  been  gone,  for  two  Days,  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  before  the  Delegation  of  his 
Power  upon  the  Regency  took  Place,  and 
when  by  confequence  it  was  morally  impof- 
fiblc  that  the  Account  of  their  Proceedings 
cou'd  reach  his  Ears  time  enough  to  prevent 
the  Abufe  of  that  Military  Power,  of  which 
his  Majeftv  is,  by  ourConftitucion,  the  Di- 
redtor.  His  Majefty's  Inclination,  his  Inter- 
eft, 
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eft,  and  his  Honour,  had  he  been  prefent, 
would  have  all  equally  co-operated  to  have 
prevented  this  Abule.  His  Inclination,  in 
lb  far  as  in  his  own  Perlbn  he  has  always 
difcover'd  himfclf  to  be  the  Father  of  his 
People  ;  His  Intereil ;  becaufe  the  very 
Tenure  of  his  Government  and  Authority 
in  this  Nation  is  founded  on  his  Subjedls  en- 
joying their  Civil  Rights;  and  his  Honour 
never  wou'd  have  fuffer'd  that  great  Power 
to  be  abufed,  with  which  the  generous  Con- 
fidence of  this  Nation  has  flrengthned  his 
Hands. 

There  are  but  few  In  fiances  wherein 
the  Abufes  of  Power  has  raifed  a  more 
general  and  juft  Indignation,  than  this 
over- awing  fo  great  a  City  with  Military 
Power.  The  City  of  JLondon  was  fo  much 
alarm'd,  that  in  their  Inftrutftions  to  their 
Members  they  have  propofed  this  as  one  of 
the  rriany  Grievances  which  attend  the 
Eftablifiiment  of  a  Standing  Army  in  time 
of  Peace,  in  Words  fo  exprefs  and  aifecl- 
ing,  that  it  would  be  doing  them  an  Injury, 
riot  to  repeat  them  here.  After  an  Intro- 
duction, their  firftlnftrudtion  to  their  Mem- 
bers is  : 

"  As  Standing  Armies  have  ever  been 

"  efteem'd  burthenfomc  to  the  Subject  and 

*'  dangerous  to   Liberty,  and  as  the  moft 

"  facred  and  valuable  Privileges  oi  E?iglijh^ 

F  2  "  men 


[  46  ] 

**  men  h  ivc  liitdy  fuflfer'd  the  mofl  outra- 
"  gcoiis  Infult  iind  Violence  of  a  neigh - 
"  bouring  Election  ;  where,  after  the  moll 
"  unwarrantable  and  illegal  Return  of  two 
'*  Reprcfentatives  for  the  enfuing  Parlia- 
"  ment,  the  Military  Force  was  cmploy'd 
"  to  protedl  and  fupport  the  Returning- 
^'  Officer,  to  the  manifcft  Violation  of  Ju- 
"  ftice,  and  in  open  Violation  o^  a  Law, 
*'  which  commands,  That  no  Man  by 
"  Force  of  Arms  lliall  diliurb  the  Freedom 
"  of  Eledlicns  :  Wcmoit  earneftly  recom- 
''  mend,  that  by  a  conAant  and  vigorous 
"  Oppofiiion  to  all  Standing  Armies  in 
"  times  of  Peace,  you  wou'd  preferve  this 
"  Nation  from  a  Calamity  which  has  al- 
*'  ready  been  fatal  to  the  Liberties  of  every 
**  Kingdom  rouivJ  us,  and  which  we  at 
"  this  day  are  beginning  to  feel." 


The  Grand  Jury  for  the  County  of  Mid- 
dJefex  likewife  prefented  it  as  a  Matter 
highly  worthy  the  Cenfure  of  the  Laws,  in 
the  following  Terms : 

"  Middl'  We  the  Grand  Jury  of  and 
"  for  the  Body  of  the  County  o{  Middlefex, 
"  do  apprehend,  that  among  the  many 
"  Enormities  and  Offences  committed  a- 
"  againft  the  Publick,  none  deferve  our 
"  Obfervation  and  Cenfure  more  than 
''  thofc  which  tend  to  the  Subverfion  of 

the 
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'*  the  antient  Rights  of  the  People  to  a  free 
"  Elecftion  of  their  Reprefentatives  in  Par- 
"  Hament,  in  whom  they  repofe  their  un- 
"  doubted  Share  in  the  Government,  as 
"  well  as  conftitute  them  Guardians  of 
"  their  Liberties  and  Properties.  For  we 
"  cannot  but  apprehend,  that  whenever 
*'  the  People  lliall  lofe  the  Right  of  E- 
**  ledlion,  or  which  is  the  fame  thing,  the 
"  Freedom  of  Election,  and  be  obliged  to 
"  chufe  their  Reprefcntatives  under  the 
"  Awe,  Dread,  or  Influence  of  any  other 
"  Power,  there  muft  be  an  End  of  Parlia- 
"  ments,  or  at  lealt  the  People's  Intereft 
"  and  Share  therein. 

"  Wherefore  being  fworn  to  enquire  for 
**  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and  the 
*'  Body  of  this  County,  we  upon  our  Oaths 
"  prefent,  that  on  Friday  the  eighth  Day  of 
"  May  laft,  while  the  Eledion  for  Mem- 
"  bers  of  Parliament  for  the  City  and  Li- 
"  berty  of  Weflminjier  was  depending,  and 
"  before  the  Declaration  thereof  was  made, 
"  a  Body  of  Foot-Guards  or  Soldiers,  to 
"  the  number  of  fifty  and  upwards,  head- 
"  ed  by  Officers,  did,  in  tlie  Afternoon, 
"  in  a  military  Manner  march  up  near  the 
"  Place  of  polling,  which  Pracflice  may  be 
"  of  the  mod  dangerous  Confequence  to 
''  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  as  contrary 

"  to 
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"  to  Law,  and  a  Rcftraint  on  the  Freedom 
"  of  Elcdlioiis. 

"  Wc  therefore  being  afFedled  and  a- 
*'  larm'd  with  a  due  Senfe  and  Dread  of 
"  fo  daring  a  Violation  and  Infult  on  our 
"  Freedom  and  Liberties,  and  the  dangc- 
"  rous  Conlequences  of  Mihtary  Power 
"  excrcifed  in  Civil  Affairs,  do  recommend 
"  it  to  this  honourable  Court,  to  give  fuch 
"  Order  and  Direction  for  preventing  and 
"  difcouraging  the  like  heinous  Offence  for 
"  the  future,  as  they  fliall  judge  moff  pro- 
"  per  and  convenient." 

Such  was  the  Opinion  of  this  Grand  Jury 
upon  the  Subjedl  we  are  now  confidering. 
And  indeed  if  any  Coniideration  ought  to 
alarm  a  free  People,  it  is  the  Profpedl  of 
having  an  abfolute  End  put  to  all  that  glo- 
rious Scheme  of  Government  which  has 
made  this  Ifland  the  Objedt  of  Wonder 
and  Envy  in  every  Nation  round.  What 
a  *  Noble  Rojjian  obferves  of  his  Country, 
may  juftly  be  applied  to  Great  Britain^ 
That  it  is  ?wt  oiving  to  any  Excellency  which 
the  Inhabitants  pojjcjs  in  a  Degree  fuperior 
to  their  Neighbours^  that  we  are  a  great 
and  a  powerful  People^  but  to  the  Virtues 
of  our  Anceftors,  who  have  tranfmitted  a 
Plan    of   Government  to  their    Pofterity, 

which 

*  Salliift. 
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which  feciires  their  Property  from  die  In- 
vafion  of  Power.  This  Security  is  the  Spur 
and  Encouragement  of  Indullry;  which  is 
the  Parent  of  that  Wealth  and  Commerce 
by  which  our  Naval  Power  is  fupportcd. 
But  when  the  Independency  of  Parliumetits 
is  fliaken,  it  is  in  vain  to  imagine  that  we 
Ihall  be  able  any  longer  to  enjoy  thofe  im- 
portant Bleilings  ;  the  fame  Force  which 
found  a  way  to  fubvert  Public  Liberty,  wiil 
feize  upon  private  Property.  This  is  a  ne- 
ceiiary  Coniequence,  becaufe  illegjl  Go- 
vernment cannot  be  othcrwife  fupportcd; 
and  if  this  Ihou'd  ever  be  the  Cale,  the 
People  of  Great  Britahz  are  in  a  mors 
wretched  Situation  than  almoft  any  of  their 
Neighbours.  For  in  thofe  Countries  where 
Arbitrary  Power  prevail'^,  it  is  fometimes 
thro'  the  Virtue  of  the  Governors  not  felt ; 
and  where  it  is  felt,  the  natural  Riches  and 
Plenty  of  the  Country  make  it  to  be  felt  in 
a  Icfs  Degree  ;  but  in  Britain  Induftry 
muft  perifh  with  Liberty;  and  if  our  In- 
duftry  is  gone,  we  enjoy  but  few  Advanta- 
ges either  from  the  Climate,  or  Soil,  to 
compenfate  the  Lofs.  I  wifh  we  could  fay, 
that  the  Liberty  of  the  People  of  Great 
Britain  is  at  prefent  fo  unviolatcd,  as  to 
prompt  and  cherifh  that  Spirit  of  Induftry 
by  which  our  Manufaftures  and  Commerce 
threw  into  our  Hands  that  decifive  Weight 

in 
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ill  the  general  Svfteni  of  Power,  which  we 
enjoy'd  before  the  Dread  of  Penal  Laws 
and  the  Danger  of  numerous  Standing  Ar- 
mies were  known  in  this  Country.  Wc 
may  at  IcafV  venture  to  fay,  that  the  Con- 
flitntional  Liberty  of  the  People  has  not 
been  ftrengthencd  in  proportion  as  the 
Crown  has  acquir'd  Power  j  and  tliat 
all  the  Accefiion  of  Power  which  eve- 
ry Penal  Law  and  every  Subfidiary  Adt 
has  lately  given  to  the  Crown,  has  never 
been  remunerated  with  one  A6t  that  can 
communicate  Strength  and  Security  to  the 
Liberties  of  the  People.  This  is  prov'd  to 
a  too  melancholy  Degree  of  Certainty,  and 
I  am  forry  that  the  Proof  of  it  is  fo  infe- 
parably  connedled  with  my  prefent  Sub- 
jedt. 

It  may  be  expected,  that  I  Ihould  here 
give  an  Account  of  the  Steps  that  have 
been  taken  to  bring  fome  of  the  moft  no- 
torious Offenders,  mention'd  in  the  above 
Pages,  to  Juftice;  but  fuch  an  Account  is  by 
no  means  confiftent  widi  my  prefent  De- 
fign,  which  is  not  to  animate  Profccutions 
againft  any  particular  Perfons;  nay,  it  it 
had  been  poffible  to  have  anfwcr'd  the 
Ends  propofcd  in  this  Pamphlet  without 
e\tn  an  Infmuation  of  the  Proceedings  of 
particular  Offenders,  no  mention  of  them 
had   been  made.      The  Defign   of  thele 

Pages 
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Pages  is  in  the  firfl:  place  to  throw  out  this 
important  LelTon  to  the  Publick,  That  the 
Accomplifhment  of  the  mod  melancholy 
Predidtions  of  the  Confequences  of  a  Stand- 
ing Army  is  now  come.  In  the  Face  of 
the  Sun  we  have  feen  an  arbitrary  and  il- 
legal Return  of  Members  to  reprcfent  one 
of  the  greatell:  Cities  in  Britain^  lupported 
by  a  Body  of  Regular  Forces  with  every 
Appearance  of  their  being  ready  to  proceed 
to  Military  Execution.  We  have  ieen  the 
quartering  bf  thefe  Soldiers  enforc'd  with 
all  the  Terrors  of  a  Penal  Law,  to  the 
worll  of  Purpofes,  that  of  over-awing  and 
byailing  the  Freedom  of  Elcdion  ;  and  this 
too  in  a  great  City,  the  Seat  of  the  King 
and  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain.  Will 
the  Friends  of  his  Majefty,  will  the  Friends 
of  the  Conflitution  countenanci^  fiich  a 
Step  ?  No,  the  difcountenancing  it  will  be- 
come the  Tell  of  both ;  the  abetting  and 
prote<5ling  the  Authors  of  it  will  become 
the  Shibboleth  of  thofu  who  are  Enemies  to 
both.  Providence  fcems  to  have  order'd  it 
fo,  that  the  Ruin  of  the  Liberty  of  the  City 
of  WejlminPtcr  (liould  lie  as  a  mighty  Wreck 
full  in  the  View  of  the  new  Parliament,  to 
warn  them  of  the  Shelves,  on  vv'hich,  if 
not  guarded  againft,  themfelves  and  their 
Pofteritv  muft  one  day  fplit.  In  this  Light 
G  ilie 
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the  Reparation   of  the  Injury  which  that 
City  has  fufter'd  is  but  a  partial  Good ;  the 
Confequences  may,  and  \vc  hope  will,  be 
more  general  ;  it  will  give  rile  to  important 
Enquiries ;   whether  the  Penalty  upon  Re- 
turning-Olticers  in  the  Cafe  of  falfe   Re- 
turns is  adequate  to  the  Heinoufnefs  of  the 
Offence  ;  whether  by  the  L>aws  in  being 
fufficient  Provifions  are  made  to  punifh  the 
Abufe  of  Military  Power,  tho'  atiing  un- 
der the  Sanaion  of  Martial  Lawj  and  whe- 
ther Martial  Law  is  not  an  irnperium  In  Im- 
perio,  inconfiflent  with  our  Civil  Rights, 
and,  if  it  fhou'd  be  wickedly  exercifed,  de- 
ftrudive  of  them.     It  may  give  rife  to  a 
Review  of  that'  importiintFoint  which  was 
difcufs'd  in  a  Parliament,  wherein  the  Ma- 
jority were  by  no  means  the  Friends  of  Li- 
berty   upon    the   Revolution    Scheme ;    I 
mean,   whether  the  Lienors  have  a  Rc- 
medv'   and  what ;  in  cafe  their  Votes  arc 
refuled.    And  w^hether  even  thofe  Elcdlors, 
■  who  have  voted,  ought  net  to  have  an  Ac- 
tion for  being  depriv'd  of  the  Enjoyment, 
even  tho'  they  have  the  Exercife,  of  their 
-  Riaht.    It  is  to  the  DifculTon  of  thefe  im- 
portant Points  that  this  flagrant  Abule  of 
Civil  and  Military  Power  may  lead ;  and  tho' 
there  is  but  very  little  Room  to  doubt  that 
the  enfuinc;  Parliament  will  vacate  the  late 

Ele(ftion 
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Eleftlon  of  Members  tor  Wejhp.injlcr^  yet 
I  may  be  allow'd  to  repeat  it  here,  that  the 
Nation  in  general  muft  be  the  Lcfer  if  thtfc 
Points  arc  not  fettled. 

Tli£  other  View  I  had  in  writing  thiofc 
Pages,  and  with  which  I   fhall  conclude, 
was,    to   exhort    the    independent    Inhabi- 
tants of  this  great  City,    who  hive  made 
fo  glorious  (I  hope,  fofuccefsful)  a  Struggle 
to  recover  their  Right  of  being  reprefent- 
ed  in   Parliament  bv   unccrmptcd,    unin- 
lluenced   Reprcfentativrs  •    that  tlicy   will 
encourage   and  cherifh   that  noble  Spirit  > 
that  they  will  perfevere  in  the  Courfe  they 
have  already  begun  j   and  above  all,  that 
they  w^ill  fuffer  no  Arts  of  their  declar'd, 
and  no  Suggeftions  of  their  private  Ene- 
mies to  divide  them.     The  Unanimity  with 
which  they  have  hitherto  uded  has  been 
great,    and   the  Meafures  that  have   been 
taken  to  obtain  Redrefs  for  their  Injuries 
have  juflify'd  the  Choice  which  they  made 
of   thofe   Gentlemen    into    v/hofc    Hands 
they  committed  dieir  Concerns.     But  you 
are  to  confider,  Gentlemen,  that  no  Means 
wuU  be  left  untry'd  in  cafe  of  a  new  E- 
led:ion,  which  even  your  Enemies  fecm  nov/ 
not  to  doubt  of,  to  divide  your  Interefts, 
and    this    Divilion    may    defeat    all   thofe 
Ends  for  which  vou  have  been  io  long, 
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fo  earncftly  contending.  It  mufl:  be  your 
Unanimiiy  that  can  baffle  the  Attempts 
of  youi  Enemies,  and  thofe  of  die  Nation ; 
and  if  you  prclcvre  that,  you  may  then 
have  the  Glory  and  the  Satisfaction  to 
point  out  to  the  new  Parliament  the  Means 
Qf  retrieving  that  Conftitutional  Inde- 
pendency, upon  which  all  Public  Happinefs 
IS  founded,  and  without  which  all  Encreafe 
of  Power  inftead  of  ftrengthning  mufl:  in- 
fallibly ruin  this  Nation.  In  this  Struggle 
you  cannot  doubt  of  being  fupported  by 
the  Interefl:  and  the  Purfe  of  every  Man 
who  wiQies  well  to  his  Country  ;  for  in 
the  prefent  Afpecl  of  Things,  a  Man  who 
contributes  to  your  Caule  may  be  faid  to 
give  a  little  that  he  may  fave  all.  You 
have  another  Motive  of  Encouragement, 
which  is,  that  I  can  with  Pleafure  and 
from  the  bcfl:  Authority  inform  you,  that 
many  Hundreds  of  thole  who  in  the  late 
Election  voted  and  were  active  again fl: 
you,  do  not  confider  this  as  a  Struggle 
betwixt  Candidates,  but  betwixt  Liberty 
and  Violence  j  betwixt  Law  and  Military 
Power ;  and  have  accordingly  fign'd  your 
Petition  to  Parliament  for  rendering  the 
Eledion  void. 

In 
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In  iliort,  the  Qucftlon  depending  upon 
your  Application  to  Parliament,  is,   Wiic- 
ther  the  Members  of  the  Lcgiflature  ought 
by    his    Majefly's    Foot- 


to    be    eledcd 
Guards  ? 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

IT  may  be  proper  here  to  add  a  few 
Words  with  regard  to  the  Provifions 
made  by  Law  againft  the   Intervention  of 
MiUtary  Power,  which  may  fet  the  Pro- 
ceedings on  this  Occafion  in  a  proper  Light. 
In  the  Britip  Conftitution  there  is  no 
Ingredient  more  cffential  than  the  Right 
which  the  People  have  to  a  fair  Eledion. 
But  this  Right  they  never  can  enjoy  unlefs 
they  are  fecur'd  in  the  Freedom  of  Voting. 
If  the  Eledors  either  by  Mahce,  by  Me- 
naces, or  by  Force  of  Arms,  any  wife  are 
difturbed,  the  Common  Law  o^  Enghmd 
look'd  upon  the  Eledlion  as  not  being  free. 
This  was  more  expreilly  declar'd  by  a  Law 
fo  early  as  the  Third  of  Ed^ward  the  Firft, 
by  which  it  was  commanded,  upon  great 
Forfeiture,  that  no  Man  by  For ceyt)f  Arms, 
Malice,    or   Menace,  fiall  dijiurb  any  to 
viajke  free  EleBion.     This  Statute,   like  all 
other  Statutes   by  which  the  Subjed   ac- 
quir'd  any  Security  for  his  Liberty  and  Pro- 
perty, 
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perty,  was  only  declaratory  of  what  was 
in  the  Ancient  Ulage,  or  the  Common 
Law  of  Englarid  before  that  Time.  It 
was  upon  this  Law  that  all  Bodies  of  Re- 
gular Forces  lyifjg  or  quarter  d  in  any  City, 
Borough,  Town,  or  Place  where  aiiy  Elec- 
tion of  Members  to  fer-ve  in  Parliament 
was  appointed  to  be  made,  were  obliged  to 
remove  and  continue  out  of  the  fame  during 
the  Time  offuch  EleSfion.  This  Regulation 
however  not  being  exactly  complied  with 
in  feveral  Inflances,  particularly  during  tlie 
Election  of  the  Scotch  Peers,  in  the  Year 
1734,  when  it  was  look  d  upon  as  over- 
awing the  Freedom  of  Election  when  a 
Battalion  was  form'd  to  be  under  Arms  a 
Mile  from  the  Place  of  Election,  a  new 
Law  was  made. 

By  this  Law,  the  Title  of  which  is,  ^/^ 
AB  for  regulating  the  gartering  of  Sol- 
diers during  the  Time  of  the  EleBion  of 
Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  or  the  Perfon  adting  as 
fuch,  is  to  fend  proper  Orders  in  Writing 
for  removing  Soldiers  two  Miles  from 
the  Place  of  Eledlion,  and  this  on  Penalty 
of  forfeiting  his  Office,  and  being  thence- 
forth utterly  difabled  and  made  incapable 
to  hold  any  Office  or  Employment  Civil 
or  Mihtary  in  the  Service  of  the  Crown. 

There 
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There  ib  indeed  in  tliis  Ad  a  Piovilb  tlul 
excepts  Wcjiniinftci\  or  other  Place  of  Rc- 
fidence  of  tlie  Royal  Family  j  hut  we  arc 
to  remark  upon  this  Exception, 

Firil,  That  the  Reafon  of  the  Exception 
is  upon  the  Face  of  the  Act  exprefs'd  to  be, 
for  and  in  rffpcB  of  the  Guards  of  his  Ma- 
J€ft)\  his  Heirs,  a?id  Succejjors. 

Secondly,  The  fame  Claufe  farther  ex- 
plains tliis  Exception  to  extend  to  fuch 
Number  of  Guards  only,  as  fhall  be  at- 
tendant upon  the  Royal  Family. 

From  thefe  two  Confiderations  the  fol- 
lowing Difficulties  naturally  occur.  It  ne- 
ver can  be  prefum'd,  that  the  Exception 
to  the  Ad:  was  in  order  to  leave  the  Mili- 
tary Power  at  Liberty  to  over-awe  the 
Elcdion  of  Members  in  Wejlminjicr^  or 
any  other  Place  that  at  the  Time  of  the 
Eledion  may  be  honoui'd  with  the  Refi- 
dence  of  his  Majerty,  or  any  of  the  Royal 
Family.  Therefore  the  marching  up  a 
Body  of  Regular  Forces  to  influence  the 
Eledion  in  thefe  Places  is  equally  againft 
the  Intention  and  Meaning  of  the  Law,  as 
if  the  fame  Thing  were  done  elfewhere. 

The  next  Difficulty  I  have  to  mention 
is  with  re2;ard  to  die  Intention  of  the  Ex- 
ception. It  is  plain  it  was  intended  only 
that  the  King  or  the  Royal  Family  might 

never 
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never  be  deflitute  of  their  proper  Guards. 
As  to  what  may  in  the  Eye  of  the  Law  be 
conftrued  to  be   a   proper   Guard   for  his 
Majefty's  Perfon,  I  Ihall  not  prefume  to  fay; 
but  one  would  be  very  apt  to  imagine,  that 
the  Legiflature  cou'd  only  mean  the  Guards 
that  daily  mount  and  do  Duty ;  otherwife 
the   Exception  never  could  have  been  re- 
ftridted  to  Juch  Number  of  Troops  or  Sol- 
diers O  NLT  as  J]:dll  be  Attendants  as 
Quurds  to  his  M^ycJ})\  his  Heirs,  or  Succef- 
fors.    And  that  there  might  remain  no  man- 
ner of  Doubt  that  the  Meaning  of  the  Ex- 
ception could  never  comprehend  thofe  Sol- 
diers who  were  not  immediately  upon  Du- 
ty attending  his  Majefly  or  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily, the  latter  Part  of  the  Claufe  excepts 
Cailles,  Forts,  or  fortify 'd  Places ;  but  ex- 
prefsly   reftri6ls  the  Number   of   Soldiers 
that  are  fuffer'd  to  refide  in  them  during 
an  Ele(5tion  to  the  Number  of  Troops  or 
Soldiers  0  N  LT  of  which  the^arrifon  is 
compofed.      This   Reftridion    very   clearly 
explains  the  other.   The  Safety  and  Deco- 
rum to  be  obferv'd  about  a  Royal  Perfon- 
age  is  to  be  provided  for  ;  and  likewife  the 
Security  of  a  Garrifon  -,  but  no  Advantage 
ought  to  be  taken  of  thefe  Exceptions,  to 
call  in  Troops  under  Pretence  of  the  Safe- 
ty of  either  the  one  or  the  other  for  Pur- 
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pofes  that  are  plainly  dcftrudlve  of  the  In- 
tention of  this  Law  and  the  hidependency 
of  Pailiaments. 

I  know  it  will  be  faid,  that  all  the  three 
Reo-iments  of  Foot-Guards  and  all  the 
Horfs-Guards  are  underftood  to  be  At- 
tendant upon  the  Pcrfon  of  his  Majefty,  or 
his  Royal  Family;  but  this  is  what  the 
Law  of  Englafid  never  can  nor  docs  under- 
hand ;  for  in  the  Language  of  this  or  any 
other  Law,  all  the  Standing  Forces  in  Great 
Britain  are  underftood  to  be  equally  the 
Guards  of  his  Majelly,  or  his  Royal  Fa- 
mily, with  the  three  Regiments  of  Foot- 
Guards ;  nor  do  I  know  any  Law  that 
underftands  them  to  be  appropriated,  more 
than  any  other  Body  of  Troops,  to  the 
Safety  and  Honour  of  the  Royal  Family. 
If  therefore  the  Exception  were  to  com- 
prehend the  three  Regiments  of  Foot- 
Guards,  it  mull  likewife  comprehend  all 
the  Standing  Forces  in  the  Kingdom,  which 
wou'd  be  plainly  repugnant  to  the  Spirit  and 
Tendency  of  the  A61:. 

It  wou'd  be  the  Height  of  Abfurdity  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  Refidcnce  of  the  Royal 
Family  in  Weftminfttr^  or  any  other  Place, 
fliou'd  be  a  Detriment  to  that  Place,  or 
that  the  inhabitants  for  that  Reafon  fliou'd 
be  dcpriv'd  of  their  Right   of  Eledion  : 

There- 
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Therefore  the  Exception  in  this  Aft  is  only 
perjbnal  and  local ;  it  provides  for  the  Safe- 
ty and  Grandeur  of  the  Royal  Family,  but 
affixes  no  Stigma  or  Difadvantage  upon  the 
Place.  Nay,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if 
neither  his  Majefly  nor  any  of  the  Royal 
Family  were  refiding  in  Wefiminjler  during 
an  Ekadon,  it  wou'd  be  ablbluttly  againfh 
the  Spirit  of  this  Ad  not  to  remove  every 
Soldier  of  the  Foot  or  Horfe-Guards,  or 
any  other  Corps,  from  Wefittiinjler,  in  the 
lame  Manner  as  from  any  other  Place. 

But  there  is  flill  a  greater  Difficulty  re-- 
maining,  with  regard  to  the  Intention  of 
this  Ad:  when  compared  with  fome  Cir- 
cumftances  that  happen'd  during  the  late 
Eledion  for  Weftminfter,  If  it  was,  as  it 
certainly  was,  the  Intention  of  the  A(ft, 
that  the  Freedom  of  Elections  lliou'd  be 
fecur'd  by  removing  the  Army  to  a  pro- 
per Diftance  during\he  Time  of  Eledion, 
except  in  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Wefi- 
minjler, then  it  follows,  that  all  the  Forces 
which  were  quarter'd  witiiin  tne  Space 
prcfcribed  by  Parliament  for  their  proper 
Diltance,  and  not  within  JVeftminfier  or 
its  Liberty,  were  within  the  Meaning  of 
the  A(fl.  Now  I  am  credibly  inform'd, 
that  there  were  Places  within  two  Miles  of 
the  Place  of  Ekaion  not  svithin  the  City 

or 
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or  Liberty  of  Weftminjier^  ndr  any  Place 
mention'd  in  the  Exception  to  this  A6t, 
in  which  Soldiers  were  quarter'd  and  ly- 
ing at  the  Time  of  the  Election  for  JVeJI- 
tninjier. 
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